
Wilmington Police Department
2024 Year End Crime Review

Chief Donny Williams



Crime Summary – 

2024

Rape includes Rape (1st and 2nd Degree), Sodomy, 

and Sexual Assault with an Object.  This was one of 
the prominent changes switching from UCR to 
NIBRS Rules.

Please remember, these are WPD internal statistics 

and are subject to change by the SBI or FBI.

These numbers highlight areas that  improved and areas that need 

attention. We are comparing calendar years 2023 into year 2024.

Violent Crime

• Homicides/Murder decreased by -2, (2 from Traffic Crashes 

and 1 Justifiable Homicide)

• Rapes increased by +21 
• Average for this category from 2019 to 2024 is approximately 70

• 2024 totals are the second lowest during 2019 to 2024

• Robbery decreased by -31

• Aggravated Assaults increased by +25

• Violent Crime increased by 13 
• Mainly from domestic relationships where there is a current or prior 

relationship

Property Crime

• BE/Burglary decreased by -118

• Larceny increased by +158

• MV Theft increased by +50
• Arson decreased by -2

• Property crime increased by +88

• Total Part I crime increased by  +101



Violent Crime Specifics

Gun Crime And Domestics (Causality)



Violent Crimes by Firearm

Violent crime with the use 

of firearm continues to 

decrease:

Since 2019 – 37%

Since 2020 – 45%

Since 2023 – 7%

Please note:  Dedicated gun crimes 

unit became operational in 2021.



WPD Gun Recovery Efforts

Increase in gun recoveries lead to fewer violent crimes 

committed by using a firearm



WPD Violent Crime Clearance Rates



Domestic Violence Crime

Domestic Violence Crime Statistics:

Since 2019 + 34%

Since 2022 + 12%

Since 2023 + 9%

Aggravated Assaults categorized as 

domestically related increased by +5%

In 2024, 66% of these domestically 

related crimes are cleared by arrest or 

have warrants on file.



Property Crime Specifics



BE and Burglary

2024 had the fewest number of break-ins 

and burglary incidents since 2019

This was a nice decrease from 2023:

BE/Burglary – 22%

From 2019:

BE/Burglary – 43%



Larceny Larceny increased by +5% from 2023 and 2024

This increase was caused by Larceny from 

Autos where victims continue to leave their 

vehicles unlocked – over 90% of the vehicles 

were unsecured.

The other factor affecting larceny is retail theft.

Retail theft is especially difficult with self-

checkouts.  Vendors are responding by making 

improvements to the self-checkout process by 

adding cameras, checking receipts, etc.  

Grocery stores will be problematic going 

forward because their profit margins are 

smaller and may not have the capital to invest.

Arrests for larceny since 2022 have doubled and 

citations for larceny have increased by +61%



WPD Property Crime Clearance Rates



Crime in Central Business District and Downtown



Crime Stats

Please note, CBD stats are incorporated into Downtown’s statistics.



Public Housing (Contracted)

Violent Crime increased by +5, +26%

Property Crime increased by +16, +53%

Part I Total increased by +21, +43%



Public Housing

Please note:

2024 was the first homicide in public housing since 2021

• Last homicide in Houston Moore was 2018

• Last homicide in Creekwood was 2020



6 of 16 fatal crashes from 2024 involved a pedestrian.  Cases highlighted in red 

were determined to be homicides.



QUESTIONS?
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